
 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Madeira Student Philanthropists Raise Grant Money 

 
Madeira High School (MHS) student benefactors have raised $2,200 that will be awarded to three local non-
profit organizations. 
 
As part of Madeira City Schools’ commitment to service learning, the students will donate the money through 
Magnified Giving, an educational organization whose mission is to educate and engage students in promoting 
the welfare of others. Magnified Giving partners with area high schools and middle schools by giving groups of 
students $1,000 to invest in area non-profit organizations. Students must research causes, explore which 
companies serve those needs and meet with agency reps to decide which non-profit organization should 
receive their funds. The companies who receive the grants will join the students at a ceremony on May 2 to 
receive their checks, and hear the impact the process had on their learning. 
 
Five MHS student groups presented their selections to a panel of judges at the high school, which then 
selected three companies to receive the donations. Their criteria was how well students justified the 
organization’s need, their use of the funds, and that they were most deserving. The following non-profits were 
selected: Brave Choices, Down’s Syndrome Association of Cincinnati, Hospice & Fernside of Cincinnati, 
Madisonville Education and Assistance Center (MEAC), and SPCA Cincinnati. The first place winners received 
$1,200 for their organization and the second and third place winners each received $500. “Though we could 
distribute the money evenly among all the groups that present,” explained MHS Magnified Giving advisor Leigh 
Michelsen, “conducting the process this way teaches the students the tough decisions that have to be made in 
philanthropy.”  
    
The winning group, Brave Choices, will receive $1,200 thanks to students Hope Shull, Izzy Evans, Megan Wu, 
Angela Hunt, and Greta Davis. Receiving $500 each will be Hospice & Fernside represented by Cara Conrad, 
Courtney Culp, Helen Lewis, Kaitlynn Teng, and Malina Moore; and MEAC whose group consisted of students 
Alexandra Kucewicz, Ali Seibert, Maria Daniel, Samantha Blackwelder, and Sheridan Moore. 
 
As Magnified Giving also matches up to $250 of student-generated funds, Madeira students held a Chipotle 
fundraiser and received 50% of the proceeds. They also received three anonymous donations to match their 
fundraiser. An additional $100 was raised from the students’ piloting the software program "The Lens", which 
guided them through analyzing a charity. 
 
Megan Wu, Trey Waltz, Sheridan Moore, Maria Daniel, and Alex Miller served on the MHS student youth 
advisory board, which helped write the judging checklist based on goals Magnified Giving provides for 
developing the program.  
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The winning group who represented Brave Choices,  
a non-profit dedicated to bringing awareness and 

education about the deadly consequences of heroin 
(pictured l to r): Angela Hunt, Megan Wu, Greta Davis, 

Hope Shull, and Izzy Evans 


